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TITLE: Magic, Mystery, or Mechanical? - Part 2 

TEXT: Jer 125  Prov 2410  Gal 69 

THEME: Endurance! 

THRUST: We fight too much and win too little! 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

I want us to revisit our time together last week 

and review what God gave to us. 

I want us to do that because some things happened to me 

this past week, and I imagine to you too 

that make this review necessary. 

We talked last week about that passage from Rev 79-19 

where the scene before the Apostle John  

was of an innumerable company of individuals 

standing before the Throne of God 

with white robes. 

The question was asked,  

“Who are these and where did they come from?” 

and the answer was given, 

“These are they who have come out of the Great Tribulation and have washed their robes in 

the blood of the Lamb.” 

We came to understand  

that the focus in that passage is that those individuals  

had come out of great stress (tribulation) 

and the reason they have come out  

is because of their relationship with Jesus — 

 namely the cleansing power of His blood. 

We concluded that we need to be more conscientious 

about how we deal with the stress in our lives 

whether the origin of that stress is internal or external! 

Well, as is often the case in our learning, 

there is time spent in class and time spent in the lab. 

I spent the whole week in the lab! 

I didn’t know I was in the lab till the end of the week! 

In fact, I didn’t fully comprehend the extent 

of the failure of my “stress test” 

until late yesterday afternoon. 

Consequently, I didn’t want to preach this sermon 

because of my own failure. 

◆◆◆◆ 
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Several months ago, the Lord gave me several verses 

that I have shared with different individuals 

but do not remember sharing with you as a congregation. 

Please consider this an admonition by the Lord 

that His desire for us is that we become confident 

in the strength that He provides 

After the worship service last Sunday  

I was reminded again of those verses 

and how they tied into the things we had heard. 

Keep in mind, that God’s goal for us 

is to bring us out of the tribulation or great tribulation  

we may be presently experiencing 

and to prepare us for future periods of stress. 

It does not matter, then, what the source of our stress is, 

what matters is how we respond to it, 

and that God wants to bring us out! 

◆◆◆◆ 

Jer 12:5 "If you have raced with men on foot and they have worn you out, how can you 

compete with horses? If you stumble in safe country, how will you manage in the thickets 

by the Jordan? 

The NAS states that last comparison;  

“If you fall down in the land of peace, how will you do in the thicket of Jordan?” 

The twofold picture is simply this: 

Footmen are those individuals 

you and I are walking with ... 

Horses are the magnified power of the enemy. 

The “Land of Peace” can be a picture of our fellowship here. 

The “thicket of Jordan” is not only outside 

but it is the hiding place of ferocious beasts. 

Therefore, this place and these times 

are to be for our strengthening  

so that when those times of extreme difficulty come 

we have a reserve to draw on. 

   Prov 24:10 If you falter in times of trouble, how small is your strength! 

   Gal 6:9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 

harvest if we do not give up. 

 

On October 18, 1879, a young inventor by the name of Thomas A. Edison sat in his 

laboratory. He was weary from 13 months of repeated failure in his search for a filament 

that would stand the stress of electric current. To add to his problems, the men who had 

backed him financially were now refusing to put up any additional funds. Having tried 

every known metal in his experiment, Edison was admittedly baffled. Casually picking up 
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a bit of lampblack, he mixed it with tar and rolled it into a thin thread. Suddenly the thought 

struck him, why not try a carbonized cotton fiber? For 5 hours he worked on the first 

filament, but it broke before he could remove the mold. Two entire spools of thread were 

used in similar fruitless efforts. At last a perfect strand emerged, only to be ruined when he 

tried to place it inside a glass tube. Still Edison refused to admit defeat. He continued to 

work without sleep for two more days and nights. Eventually he managed to insert one of 

the crude carbonized threads into a vacuum-sealed bulb. "When we turned on the current," 

he said, "the sight we had so long desired to see finally met our eyes!" His persistence in 

the face of the most discouraging odds gave the world one of its greatest inventions -- the 

electric light! In his own words, “I never allow myself to become discouraged under any 

circumstances. The three great essentials to achieve anything worthwhile are, first, hard 

work; second, stick-to-itiveness; third, common sense.” ~Thomas Edison  

◆◆◆◆ 

Have you failed trying to accomplish something? Imagine, how easy it would have been for 

this young man to have bowed his head and given up. He failed in business in '31, he was defeated 

for the legislature in '32, he was elected to the legislature in '34. His sweetheart died in '35, he had 

a nervous breakdown in '36, he was defeated for speaker in '38, he was defeated for elector in '40, 

he was defeated for Congress in '43, he was elected to Congress in '46, defeated for Congress in 

'48, defeated for Senate in '50, defeated for vice president in '56 and for Senate in '58. But 

fortunately, he was elected president in 1860. His name was Abraham Lincoln. He proves that 

failure need not be permanent.  

1. Recognize that what God is doing is building our strength 

2. Retain our grip on the reality of God’s Word — we will reap! 

3. Refer often to Romans 8:28 

 I have the flu ... a stubborn aggravating flu  

whose symptoms include congestion, cough, headache,  

sore muscles and a rotten disposition. 

I am not a patient patient! 

I failed to see that even the stress  

of a minor aggravating illness  

was a strengthening process and not “just the flu.” 

 

My job? The three R’s: Recognize Retain Refer 

Ps 27:14 Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, 

I say, on the LORD. 


