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INTRODUCTION

During the past several months,
we have been considering questions
about our Christian responsibility.

Responsibility to be who and what we are.
Responsibility to do what God has set before us.
Responsibility to evaluate our covenant walk

in light of God’s Word.

This morning, | want us to deal with the question,
“How Free Are We?”

We are, on this day,
celebrating our freedom as a nation.

One of the great debates of recent years has focused on
whether this nation is presently a Christian nation
and whether its conception was as a Christian nation.

The debate seems to rise and fall with the statements
and individual persuasions of the founding fathers.
Rightly so, it is a debate that cannot find resolution

because those persuasions can never be reconciled.
On the one hand are those who were devout Christians;
on the other were those who expostulated
secular humanism.
What is overlooked in this debate
is the underlying principle
that welded these two antagonists
into a single unified belief.

That principle has come under severe attack
numerous times in the history of this nation ...

perhaps none as trying as those years of civil war.

On July 1, 1863 some 75,000 confederate soldiers
met 88,000 Union soldiers
in one of the bloodies encounters
of the whole war.
For three days the battle raged



and during the evening of July 3™
and the morning of July 4™ the Confederate wounded
were loaded aboard ambulances and wagons
for the long retreat.
By the morning of July 5™,
the withdrawal was complete.
Total loses, missing, wounded and dead:
Blue—23,049
Grey—28,063
Historians agree it was the turning point of the war.
A little over four months later
a man, whom historians agree
was this nation’s greatest president,
stood on that great battlefield in Gettysburg, PA and said,
“Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new
nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created
equal

“Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so
conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that
war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those
who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper
that we should do this.

“But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate — we cannot consecrate — we cannot hallow —
this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it,
far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long
remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the
living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here
have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task
remaining before us — that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that
cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion — that we here highly
resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain — that this nation, under God, shall
have a new birth of freedom — and that government of the people, by the people, for the
people, shall not perish from the earth.”

“Conceived in liberty”, that is the spark that welded
devout Christians and secular humanists.
“Conceived in liberty” is this nation’s connection
to Christianity.
We are not a Christian nation
but we are a nation that has been founded upon



Christian principles ... in particular
the principle of freedom.
Paul said in Galatians 5:1 “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm,
then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” (NIV)

Luke quoted Jesus in Luke 4:18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom
for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed ....”

(NIV)

John quoted Jesus in John 8:32 & 36 “And you will know the truth, and the truth
will make you free." if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” (NAU)

Paul also told the Christians at Galatia, Galatians 5:13 You, my brothers, were called
to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one
another in love.

He told the Christians at Corinth, in 1 Corinthians 8:9 Be careful, however, that the
exercise of your freedom does not become a stumbling block to the weak.

The Apostle James wrote in James 2:12 “Speak and act as those who are going to be
judged by the law that gives freedom....”

This “nation, under God”
This “new birth of freedom”
This “government of the people, by the people, for the people”
is in danger of perishing from this earth,
not because of the beliefs and antics of Secular Humanism;
not because of the liberality within our courts;
not because of the inequality of the sexes,
nor the inequity between the races;
not because of myriads of other reasons
pointed to by thousands of Christians;
but, because God'’s people have not fought
their personal civil wars decisively enough.
This nation is in danger because God'’s people
have not taken their responsibilities
in freedom seriously enough!
Rather than speaking boldly, through our lives,
of the tenants of freedom,
we have either remained silent
or have lived in contradiction



of those principles of freedom that we say we believe!

“For freedom Christ has set us free!”
What do we think that means?
God’s purpose in setting us free
was for us to become demonstrators of freedom!
We have been set free from the power and tyranny of sin;
but, we cannot demonstrate that freedom from sin
while we are in bondage to a particular sin!
We have been freed from the fear of death;
but, we cannot demonstrate freedom from that fear
while we are in bondage to fear,
whatever form that fear takes ... today, tomorrow, eternity!
We are now free to live righteous, obedient lives;
but, we cannot demonstrate that freedom
while we are focused on and living primarily for ourselves!
How free are you?
How have you demonstrated your freedom?
Do you know what the irony is amongst many Christians?
We want, we crave, we even pray for,
the return to One Nation, under God,
but we won’t pay the price
for One Church, under Christ!
Not only do we not do that cross-denominationally,
but we don’t even do it locally!
We’ve heard testimonies
that God’s burden is for His people to be reconciled.
We’ve heard numerous times
that God’s priority is our relationships.
“For freedom, Christ has set us free.”
We know about the scripture that tells us
to leave our gift and be reconciled;
yet, we keep on giving our gifts
with hearts filled with resentment
against our spouses,
against our parents,
against our children, or
against our Christian brothers and sisters.

Peter said in 1 Peter 2:15-16 For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence
the ignorant talk of foolish men. *® Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a
cover-up for evil; live as servants of God.



In order for us to “live as free men” we must acknowledge
the Lordship of Jesus and submit to His Spirit.
“You shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.”
“When He, the Spirit of Truth is come, He will guide you into all truth....” ~John 16:13
2 Corinthians 3:17 “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom.”

Where’s the freedom?
It will not be fully demonstrated through you
until the civil war within you is over!

“The Spirit of God is always the spirit of liberty; the spirit that is not of God is the spirit
of bondage, the spirit of oppression and depression. The Spirit of God convicts vividly
and tensely, but He is always the Spirit of liberty. God who made the birds never made
birdcages; it is men who make birdcages, and after a while we become cramped and can
do nothing but chirp and stand on one leg. When we get out into God's great free life,
we discover that that is the way God meant us to live ‘the glorious liberty of the
children of God.”” ~Oswald Chambers in The Moral Foundations of Life. Christianity
Today, Vol. 32, no. 13.
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